LncRNA, a novel target biomolecule, is involved in the progression of colorectal cancer.
Colorectal cancer is one of the most commonly diagnosed malignancies among males and females worldwide. Although China is a country with a low incidence of colorectal cancer, with the improvement of China's economy and lifestyle changes, the incidence rate in China has generally increased in recent years, and the morbidity and mortality of colorectal cancer rank fifth among those of all malignant tumours. Furthermore, despite recent improvements in screening strategies and treatments for colorectal cancer, the prognosis of advanced colorectal cancer is still poor, mainly due to the recurrence or distant metastasis of this disease. Thus, colorectal cancer still seriously threatens the health and life of people and is a major public health problem worthy of further study. Recently, accumulating evidence has revealed that colorectal carcinogenesis might be a multistep process driven by progressive genetic abnormalities, including changes in lncRNA expression. Moreover, a large number of studies have discovered and studied the abnormal expression of lncRNAs in colorectal cancer, providing a promising target for the diagnosis and treatment of colorectal cancer, which will promote human understanding of the pathogenesis of colorectal cancer and improve diagnosis and treatment. Therefore, in the present review, we mainly summarize the present status of colorectal cancer, the characteristics, functions and clinical perspectives of lncRNAs, and the current therapeutic methods used for colorectal cancer, especially the application of lncRNAs in the treatment of colorectal cancer. It is hoped that this review will give readers a new understanding of the roles of lncRNAs in colorectal cancer.